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Regular unemployment benefits paid
during November 2021 totaled $12.5
million. This represents the lowest

monthly payout since October 2000.

Nationally, the number of seasonally
adjusted initial claims dropped to
184,000 in December marking the
lowest level for initial claims since
September, 1969.

(source: U.S. Department of Labor)
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lowa establishments lost 1,000 jobs in
November. Private service sector gains
were overmatched by a loss in goods-
producing industries due to a labor dispute.

Manufacturing shed 6,200 jobs due to a
strike in machinery manufacturing. This
value is expected to rebound in December
as the dispute has ended and workers
return to the assembly lines.

Leisure and hospitality added 2,000 jobs.
Most of this gain was in accommodations
and food services. This is the third
consecutive increase for this sector.

Professional and business services rose by
1,100 jobs with most of the adds within
administrative support and waste
management services.

Health care and social assistance gained
700 jobs. Following a weak start to the year,
this sector has added jobs in five
consecutive months.

Construction increased by 600 jobs. This
was the first gain since July as this sector
has trended down 1,600 jobs compared to
last year.

Annually, total nonfarm employment is up
30,900 jobs. Slightly over half this gain has
been in leisure and hospitality (+16,100).

Nationally, businesses added 210,000 jobs
in November, far lower than expected.
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